MINISTER OF EDUCATION: STATEMENT THURSDAY 18TH JUNE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
Mr. Speaker I rise to give my statement to this Honorable House. Mr. Speaker thank you for the opportunity to keep my colleagues of this Honorable House and members of my constituency and the general public updated on the Ministry of Education, Youth, Sports and Library Services. 

EDUCATION: 

Mr. Speaker there were many advances in the Ministry since my last statement:  

1. On Friday, 29th May 2015 two hundred and eighty-seven (287) students representing the four public high   schools in the country received their graduation results. 96.5% of the cohort will receive a high school diploma or a school leaving certificate.  The Valedictory service for the Class of 2015 of the four public high schools will be held on Sunday, 28th June.  The Prize Giving ceremonies will be held on Monday, 29th June -  HJRHS; Tuesday, 30th June – MBHS, Wednesday, 1st July – RGHS; and Thursday, 2nd July – CHHS.

Mr. Speaker on reviewing the results of the graduating class I can say that there were some improvements in the overall results. Mr. Speaker more children are graduating with diplomas and within the high 50s to 60 ranges. Mr. Speaker there was a marked decrease in the number of students who would not graduate because of failing grades. Mr. Speaker this is a reflection of the number of teachers being exposed to workshops and training to strengthen teaching and learning in our schools. 
We congratulate the valedictorians and look forward to graduating the all the graduating students on the dates mentioned. 
· Ivana Spence of the H.J.Robinson High School 

·  Shania Elliott : Marjorie Basden High School 
· Nandina Hislop: Raymond Gardiner High School 

· Michel Hestre : Clement Howell High School 

2. GSAT: Mr. Speaker 445 students representing 21 primary schools in the country sat the Grade Six Achievement Text on May 27 – 28, 2015.  The results of the GSAT were published yesterday. Mr. Speaker we congratulate all the students who successfully completed the GSAT in particular the top 10 students, their principal, teachers and parents. 

Mr. Speaker we continue to stress the importance of parental involvement in the school life of their children. Mr. Speaker this year the overall pass rate is 72% compared to 68% in 2014 
This year the top ten student performers are:

· Vincent Zamora, Precious Treasures Primary - 1st Place

·  Shawn Gardiner, Precious Treasures Primary - 1st Place

·  Alex Swaby, Oseta Jolly Primary - 3rd Place

·  Oksana Daley, Richmond Hill Prep - 4th Place 

·  Ovancia Gardiner, Shining Stars Primary - 5th Place

· Amanda Ingham, Eliza Simons Primary - 6th Place

· Jason Bennett, Wesley Methodist Primary - 7th Place 

·  Xaria Johnson, CH James Primary - 8th Place 

· D'Anne Tennant, Precious Treasures Primary - 9th Place 

· Alexis Anara, Precious Treasures Primary - 9th Place
The Grade Six Achievement Test Awards Ceremony will be held on the following days – Monday, 29th June – primary schools on Grand Turk; Tuesday, 30th June – The Iris Stubbs Primary on South Caicos; Wednesday, 1st July – primary schools on North/Middle Caicos; and Thursday, 2nd July – primary schools on Providenciales. 
3. LONG BAY HIGH SCHOOL- improving access: 

Mr. Speaker as colleagues will know, progress for this school is on the way and proceeding according to schedule. Mr. Speaker as soon as the GSAT results are announced. Meetings with prospective form one students and parents will begin taking place. 

Mr. Speaker as you know the first cohort of students will be form one students from all settlements. CHHS will not be taking in any new form 1 students this year. 

Mr. Speaker, the team at the Education Department is ahead of ensuring that all the operational and management aspects of this initiative is on course. Time tables are being prepared, arrangements for new school uniforms, other essentials are on the way as we make preparations for the start of this new school year in this new school. 
4. IMPROVING THE TEACHING AND LEARNING ENVIRONMENT:

Mr. Speaker I pleased that to date all the projects for renovation of High School Labs have been successfully tendered. Mr. Speaker most of the work will begin after the closure of school except for the Raymond Gardiner High School whose new science lab will be completed before the end of the school term. Mr. Speaker this is part of the effort to improve the learning environment and create an atmosphere that encourages both teachers and students.

5. SUMMER MAINTENANCE WORKS: 
Mr. Speaker in the same vein, ( and we know that the relevant Minister will address this) but you will note that the tenders for Summer Works program have already been advertised and so works are expected to begin and be completed well before the start of the new school year.  
The public will be updated as works progress. It is the intention to have a separate project for the painting of schools as this will not be addressed during this summer period. (Please note this)  The Ministry, Department and School Principals are working closely to ensure that systems are put in place to improve respect and responsibility by students for the school property. Parents should be notified here that serious disciplinary measures will be taken, when students are found to be damaging school property. 

6. LIBRARY SERVICES: 

Mr. Speaker over the last month the Library was able to have completed a consultation for the development of a three year strategic plan. This plan has as its underlying theme a rejuvenation of the library services in the Turks and Caicos Islands with the library being seen as an essential asset in the community.   

Mr. Speaker this report will be uploaded on the government website for perusal. It outlines the meetings that took place and some of the key areas that we will address over the next three years. 

Mr. Speaker some of the key new areas will be establishing a clear local and West Indian Section of the library,  increasing opportunities for internet access for students and members of the public and integrating all the library systems into a comprehensive National Library System. 

Local Authors: Mr. Speaker at this juncture I can extend congratulations to Pastor Bradley Handfield, former school teacher on his first publication ‘The Adventures of Auntie Fannie, Matie and the Talking Potatoes”

Students from public and private primary schools on the island of Providenciales were on hand at the book launch to hear Pastor Bradley read a portion of the story and up to 30 children from each of the schools represented at the book launch received a copy of the book. A copy is now placed at all Libraries as well.   
The Ministry has already extended an invitation to Pastor Handfield to organize a reading at each of the public libraries in the country. 
7. LECTURE SERIES: LIBRARY SERVICES
Mr. Speaker, in keeping with the rejuvenation theme of the Library, one of the strategies was to organize lecture series throughout the year to bring prominence to issues, with the library as the focal point. 
Members of the public ( at the Grand Turk Fish Fry) and Students on Grand Turk and Providenciales benefitted from opportunities to learn about the history of the Turks and Caicos Islands, and in particular, the life and work of The Right Excellent James Alexander George Smith McCartney.  The lecture series was organized by a committee set up by the Library Services.

 The involvement of our children and young people in such events and activities is also in keeping with the Ministry’s thrust to provide a broad curriculum that highlights the importance of our cultural heritage.

The public should look forward to more lecture series as the year progresses. 
8. DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH AFFAIRS: 

Youth Parliament: 

Mr. Speaker I am happy to announce the re-introduction of the Youth Parliament. As you know Mr. Speaker this is a major strategy for ensuring that our youth have a voice in the decision making in TCI. 

Mr. Speaker the Youth Department is working to ensure that there is at least 1 Youth Parliament for this financial year. An initiative that is supported for in this year budgetary allocation.  Mr Speaker a working group was established comprising of Hon. Ruth Blackman, Hon. Clarence Selver, Mrs. Lydia Butterfield (Deputy Clerk to House of Assembly), Ms. Jasmine Parker (Director, Youth Affairs Dept), Mrs. Dulcine Hall (Youth Officer), Ms. Sharoon Roberts, (SecretaryMrs. Lydia Butterfield, Miss Jasmine Parker, Mrs. Dulcine Hall and Ms. Sharone Roberts. 
Mr. Speaker young persons between the ages of 18-25 will be asked to register for this initiative. This change is in keeping with the age standards of the CPA. Other changes to the structure and expectations of the Youth Parliament will be put in place.  
The schedule for Youth Parliament 2015/2016 are as follows:

· July 12th 2015: 
Official Launch and Press Release 

· August 4th  2015: 
Deadline for submission of application 

· August 21st 2015: 
Announcement of Participants 

· 1st week September: Orientation for Youth Parliamentarians

· 23rd September during Youth Week 2015: Formal opening and  first debate 

· 1-5th November 2015: two (2) Parliamentarians will be selected to attend CPA debate in Australia 

· Jan 2016: Second debate for Youth Parliamentarians 

· March 2016: Commonwealth Debate
Mrs. Lydia Butterfield (Deputy Clerk to House of Assembly), Ms. Jasmine Parker (Director, Youth Affairs Dept), Mrs. Dulcine Hall (Youth Officer), Ms. Sharoon Roberts, (SecretaryAmong other things, they will finalize the National Youth Parliament Program re-launch scheduled to take place the week of July 12th - 19th 2015, where aspiring Youth Parliamentarians between ages 18 -25 years will be invited to apply to for the program.

The TCI Youth Parliament will allow persons to participate in Regional and International debates on issues facing our societies, and our Youth Parliamentarians will also focus on Youth Governance in the Country and bring Youth Awareness education and training. 

9. YOUTH SUMMER CAMPS: 

Mr. Speaker it is hard to believe that it is a year ago that I stood announcing the dates for annual Summer Camps organized by the Department of Youth Affairs. 

Mr. Speaker as a part of coordinating the many camps being held around the islands and ensuring that there is maximum participation and so as to avoid clashes with dates and venues; we are asking that all Non-Governmental Organizations and Youth Organizations, register their camps with the Department of Youth Affairs. The Department will publish a list of all camps so that the general public can be properly informed and organizers also can benefit from proper participation. 
Mr. Speaker I am happy to announce some of the key camps that will be held by and in partnership with the Department of Youth Affairs: 

We encourage all parents to register their children early as there are limitations to the number of campers for many of the camps. 
The following is a list of camps that will be led by the Department
1. Camp Hype:

This is a department staple aimed at campers ages 10-17 years and will take place all across the islands as follows:   

Theme: Complete the Task Right Here Right Now

Grand Turk: 6-10 July 2015

Provo: 13-24th July 2015

South Caicos: 6-10 July 2015

North Caicos 13-17 July 2015

2. Red Cross Youth Camp

The Red Cross Youth Camp will be a sleep over camp for 1o days and students are invited from Raymond Gardiner High, Marjorie Basden High, HJ Robinson High and Clement Howell High. The age category is 13-17.

Date 1-10 July 2015

Theme: Making Our Youth Disaster Ready!

3. Cadets Camp: 
The Cadet Summer camp will be geared towards students who are already participating in the Cadets to advance their skills in cadetting. Participants will be from HJ Robinson, Clement Howell High, Raymond Gardiner High and Marjorie Basden High.
Dates: 1-10th July 2015.

4. Girls Club with the Diamond League Foundation:

The Diamond League Foundation (DLF) is a non- profit organization which is geared towards the development and empowerment of Young Girls in TCI. The DLF will partner with Youth Department to host its first girls’ club summer camp. 
The summer Camp will focus on how to carry yourself as a young lady, etiquette and leadership skills. Further, this partnership will continue in September as the Diamond League will facilitate the Department’s Girls’ Club in order to ensure sustainability of the program as continuity of the girls club has been an issue in the past.

Dates: 10-15th August 2015.

5. Youth Leadership Camp  ( August 10th -15th ) 

The Youth Leadership Camp in partnership with the TCI National Trust will focus on how we can develop youth into leaders. The first two days will focus on developing leadership skills and the remaining two days will focus on how to develop   leadership skills focusing on culture, heritage and the environment. 

6. Workshop Evidence Based Policies on Youth Development in the Caribbean: Barbados 2-4 June 2015.

The Director of Youth Affairs, attended the Evidence Based Policies on Youth Development in the Caribbean: Barbados 2-4 June 2015.

Mr. Speaker the Director noted that our Government and Ministry  is one of the in the region that is in line with CARICOM mandates as it pertains to establishing a Higher Ministerial Committee, The National Youth Advisory Committee and a Junior Achievement Program. Mr. Speaker we have all of that in place. 

The workshop exposed participants to the importance of research and data to program planning and implementation. Further it pointed toward initiatives aimed at enhancing youth participation and representation in a Country’s National strategic policies and plans.  Mr. Speaker this workshop is the catalyst for strengthening monitoring and evaluation and data collection as part of programming. 

10. DEPARTMENT OF SPORTS:

Mr. Speaker we want to again congratulate Mr. Ifeanyi Otuonye who broke the National record again in the Long Jump and set a new record in the indoor triple jump. Mr. Speaker we would know that Mr. Otuonye was honored by the US Track and Field Cross Country Coaches Association as the mid-west Field Male Athlete of the Year. 

In the same vein Mr. Speaker one of our young outstanding female athletes from the Carifta Games, Miss Akia Guerrier qualified for the World Youth Track and Field competition which will be held in July of this year in Colombia. 

Mr. Speaker we continue to congratulate all our athletes who are competing internationally and representing including and of course Delano Williams who continues to make great strides in track and field. 

TCAAA trials: Mr. Speaker, we want to congratulate in advance all the young primary school athletes who will be selected to participate in the All Aged Caribbean Primary School Competition (week of July 13th )  and the for the UK Territory Games in September of this year. Mr. Speaker these young athletes participated in trials over the weekend. The trials were headed by the TCAAA and supported by another of our athletes performing well abroad, Mr. Angelo Garland who is home for the summer and lent his support to the effort. . 
· Additional NGBS: Mr. Speaker locally we are endeavoring to expand the number of sports that are available within the islands to this end, I am happy to announce the addition of two new NGBs added under the umbrella of the Department of Sports. The two are American Football which is holding its own with approximately 96 youths from ages 7 to 18 and Kite boarding. The Department aims to have NGBs for Netball, Table Tennis and a group to assist with our special needs athletes to be in place by the end of the current fiscal year.
· TCAAA hosted a competition June 15th to select their team for the upcoming all aged CAC competition and members for the UK School games to be held in September.

Mr. Angelo Garland home for summer, and gave his support to this event
Sports summer camps: Mr. Speaker, the sports department along with Non-Government Sporting Bodies will also host a number of camps across the islands beginning in July and we will keep everyone updated as plans are finalized. 

11. TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS COMMUNITY COLLECE:  

Mr. Speaker my contribution would not be complete without a word on the progress of the Community College. Mr. Speaker as we speak the board is meeting to finalize the recruitment process to have in place a new President of the College by the middle of July or before. 
Mr. Speaker as you can imagine this is to be a very thorough process to ensure that the college is catapulted to its rightful place according to its five year strategic plan. 

Mr. Speaker as you can see we continue to work to make an impact on the lives of those that we have responsibility for. I am thankful for the opportunity to keep this Honorable House informed. 
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